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Legislative Assembly of Alberta

Title: Tuesday, March 21, 2006
Date: 06/03/21
[The Speaker in the chair]

1:30 p.m.

head: Prayers

The Speaker: Good afternoon.

Let us pray. Author of all wisdom, knowledge, and understand-
ing, we ask for guidance in order that truth and justice may prevail
in all of our judgments. Amen.

Please be seated.

head: Introduction of Visitors

The Speaker: The hon. the Premier.

Mr. Klein: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We are indeed lucky and
fortunate to have with us today Canada’s very first gold medallist in
the 2006 Winter Olympics, Jennifer Heil. Jennifer is here today with
her mother, Heather McSporran-Heil; her agent, J.D. Miller; her
coach, Dominick Gauthier; and Ken Scott, the mayor of Spruce
Grove.

Jennifer is a true-blue Albertan. She was born and raised in
Spruce Grove. She began skiing at the age of two and took up the
sport of freestyle skiing when she was 9.

You know, I have to tell Jennifer of my experience skiing. I took
lessons at what was then the old Paskapoo, and a friend took me up
to Lake Louise. I’m stumbling around, and he said: just follow the
trail. I saw a sign that said ladies downbhill so I took it. I gave up
skiing after that.

But I can tell you that Jennifer’s years of hard work and training
paid off in spades at the recent Olympic Games in Torino, Italy. She
made her fellow Albertans exceptionally proud, taking home the
gold in the Olympic freestyle moguls event. Jennifer’s win was not
only Canada’s first medal of the games but was also the first gold
ever won by a Canadian woman in a moguls event. Needless to say,
it was also a win that marked the beginning of a great medal run for
Alberta athletes.

Jennifer is seated in the Speaker’s gallery, and I’1l ask all mem-
bers of the Assembly to join me in offering her and her delegation
the traditional warm welcome of the Legislature. [applause]

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of International and Intergovern-
mental Relations.

Mr. Stelmach: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, but this introduction will
be made by our whip, who hosted our very special guest, the
ambassador from France.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Bonnyville-Cold Lake.

Mr. Ducharme: Merci, M. le Président. Je suis trés fier d’introduire
a vous et a tous les membres de I’ Assemblée M. Luc Serot Almeras,
le consul général de la France.

Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to introduce to you and through you to
all the members of the Assembly Mr. Luc Serot Almeras, the consul
general of France. The consul general, who is based in Vancouver,
is on his first official visit to Alberta. France is the world’s fifth
largest economic power and is Canada’s third largest source of
foreign investment. Indeed, French investments were in the
spotlight last year when the energy group Total increased its
investments in Alberta’s oil sands. Accompanying the consul

general is M. Gérard Carlier, honorary consul of France in Calgary,
and Corinne Arabeyre, présidente de 1’Alliance Francaise
d’Edmonton.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask our honoured guests, who are seated in
your gallery, to please rise and receive the traditional warm welcome
of the Assembly.

head: Introduction of Guests

The Speaker: Well, we’ll call on the Minister of International and
Intergovernmental Relations again.

Mr. Stelmach: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wish to introduce to you
and through you to all members of this Assembly 75 very, very
special guests from the A.L. Horton elementary school. They are
seated in both galleries. Today they are accompanied by teachers
Mrs. Bev McCarty, Mrs. Colleen Welsh, and Mrs. Larissa Moroziuk
and parent helpers Mrs. Kim Giesbrecht, Mrs. Ann Waters, Ms
Karen Schmitke, Mr. Darcy Humeniuk, Mr. Eugene Rudyk, Mrs.
Svitlana Fedorouk, Mrs. Helen Litwin, Mrs. Cheryl Elkow, and Mrs.
Nancy Makowecki. Please all rise in both galleries and really give
them a warm welcome to this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Development.

Mr. Horner: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. Last evening in Spruce
Grove we had a tribute to Jennifer Heil in the TransAlta leisure
centre, and I was honoured to be able to listen to Jenn speak to the
kids that were assembled in the TLC and talk about all of the things
that helped her accomplish her goals and the choices she made. One
of those things is the people that have helped her to achieve those
goals by being, in some cases, her eastern family, and we have some
of those members in our gallery today. They are Andrea Miller,
Jason Miller, and Julia Miller, who are seated in the members’
gallery. This is Jennifer’s eastern family who help her do what
we’re so proud of her doing. 1’d ask that they rise and receive the
traditional warm welcome of our Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Castle Downs.

Mr. Lukaszuk: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It’s indeed a pleasure to
introduce a young constituent of mine. Kate Bolsten-Hoder is a
second-year student at Athabasca University, one of our great long-
distance learning universities, and she is studying political science
and anthropology. I suggested to her that upon graduation she will
be well qualified to study dead politicians. I would ask her to rise
and receive the usual warm welcome of this Assembly.
Thank you.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Rutherford.

Mr. R. Miller: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I have two sets
of introductions this afternoon. The first is a very special group
from D.S. MacKenzie junior high school in my constituency of
Edmonton-Rutherford. We have with us today four exchange
students from Fushimi school in Sapporo city, Hokkaido province,
our sister province in Japan, and I’m going to introduce them. They
are Hikari Ezaki, Yoshifumi Sawada, Yuki Shipagaki, and Momoko
Shindo. They’re up in the public gallery. As well, they are accom-
panied by two young ladies who will be returning to Japan this
summer as part of the exchange, Heather Johnston and my daughter
Kim Miller. I’1l ask them to stand. Accompanying them are several
other family members and students from D.S. MacKenzie as well as
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the principal of D.S. MacKenzie school, Mr. Phillip Grehan, teacher
leader Miss Christine Cao, and parent helpers Mrs. Joyce Aulenback
and Mr. Randy Johnston. Could they please all rise and receive the
traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. On behalf of my hon. colleague from
Edmonton-Centre I also have a group that I would like to introduce
from the Metro Community College. There are 15 students today,
and they’re led by their group leader, Betty Woloszyn. I would ask
them to rise as well and receive the traditional warm welcome of the
Assembly.

1:40

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Highlands-
Norwood.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I am delighted
today to introduce to you and through you to this Assembly Sherry
McKibben. Sherry was an Edmonton city councillor between 1994
and 1995 and served as president of the Alberta NDP between 1995
and 1997. Prior to her term at city hall Sherry worked with the
Boyle-McCauley Health Centre on a number of projects, including
Alberta’s first harm reduction and needle exchange program. She
served as the executive director for the Norwood child and family
service centre and most recently as the executive director of HIV
Edmonton.

Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to announce that Sherry has agreed to
join our caucus as the chief of staff. We’re excited to have Sherry
join us and would like her to please rise and receive the traditional
warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview.

Mr. Martin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am pleased to introduce to
you and members of the Assembly Liesel Hack. Liesel is a social
work student who is doing her field placement in my constituency
office. She’s a first-year student at Grant MacEwan College and is
interested in areas of social policy and international development.
Liesel has been an invaluable member of our team in Edmonton-
Beverly-Clareview, and we are happy to have her with us. She is
seated in the public gallery, and I would ask now that she rise and
receive the traditional warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It gives me great pleasure to
introduce to you and through you to members of this Assembly
Mark Ramsankar. Mark has been a special education teacher with
the Edmonton public school board for the past 19 years. In his 20th
year Mark was elected to the Edmonton public school board local as
the president. He’s working very hard to represent teachers in a
strong public education system. He’s seated in the public gallery,
and I would now ask him to please rise and receive the traditional
warm welcome of this Assembly.

The Speaker: Are there others? The hon. Minister of Human
Resources and Employment.

Mr. Cardinal: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. It’s my
pleasure to introduce to you and through you to members of the
Assembly 23 grades 5 and 6 students from Namao school. They are
accompanied by their parents and teachers, and they are seated in the
members’ gallery. [ would like them to rise and receive the
traditional warm welcome of the Assembly.

head: Oral Question Period

The Speaker: First Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.

Unbudgeted Surpluses

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This province needs a govern-
ment with a plan and the guts to stick to it. While the hard-working
people of this province certainly deserve to get something back from
their government, there is a right time for rebates. The right time for
rebates is when the roofs of our schools are not in danger of
collapsing, when our province’s seniors are able to live in dignity,
and when children are not going to school in Alberta hungry. My
question is to the Premier. Given that the government has an
obligation to ensure that our province’s resource revenues will
benefit us for generations to come, why doesn’t this government
make the Alberta advantage permanent by investing 35 per cent of
surpluses in the heritage fund?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I could anticipate the question. I have to
in all honesty express my frustration because the hon. Leader of the
Official Opposition was at the media scrum yesterday, and 1 was
asked: what is planned for the unbudgeted surplus? My reply was
that the policy now, established by caucus, was to spend some on
needed infrastructure, save some through the heritage savings trust
fund and various endowments, and give some back. That is the
policy now. Relative to the policy in the future, that will be decided
by the government caucus, not by the Liberals.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The day will come when the
Liberal caucus is the government caucus.

Again, Mr. Speaker, to the Premier: given that the Premier has
indicated that there will not be significant new funds for long-term
care facilities, can the Premier explain the Alberta advantage to the
many Albertans in long-term care facilities who live every day
facing staft shortages and inadequate care?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I would remind the hon. Leader of the
Official Opposition that the budget will be tabled tomorrow, and I
would ask that he be patient.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: can the
Premier explain the Alberta advantage to the hundreds of children
across this province who sit in schools hungry because this province
refuses to support school nutrition programs?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, first of all, we don’t abandon our responsi-
bility to children. I would remind the hon. Leader of the Official
Opposition that this is probably the first government and maybe the
only government in Canada to have a Minister of Children’s
Services. I’'m advised that about three-quarters of our school boards
are involved in meal programs, and of course we fully fund the
school boards outside of the money that is collected through the
education portion of property taxes.

The Speaker: Second Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Leader of the Official Opposition.
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Industrial Development in Natural Areas

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. We in the Liberal opposition
recently released our paper calling for a land-use strategy in Alberta.
I’ll send the Premier a copy. We understand that Albertans expect
their governments to be stewards of their land, especially protected
areas, to ensure both ecological integrity and economic prosperity.
This government’s decision to allow petroleum drilling in the
Rumsey natural area is clearly a fundamental contradiction in
government policy. Either special areas are protected or they aren’t.
My question is to the Premier. Why does this government allow
overruling of the Minister of Community Development in allowing
the Minister of Energy to open the possibility of drilling in the
Rumsey natural area, an area your government supposedly desig-
nated as protected?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, my recollection of that particular case
involving the Rumsey area is that it allowed for a certain amount of
drilling, but I’1l have the hon. Minister of Energy respond.

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Melchin: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think one of the first
things we need to clarify is that the Rumsey area is an area that has
been valued. There’s a portion of it, the Rumsey ecological reserve,
that has been designated under Special Places 2000, and absolutely
no oil and gas activity is allowed in that reserve area. But there is a
current management plan that does accept petroleum and natural gas
postings in the natural area. However, in the natural area, which is
not the reserve, even those are issued under very strict restrictions
and constraints.

The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the Minister of Energy:
given that over 20,000 wells will be drilled in Alberta this year, why
can’t this minister just draw the line and say that we’ve got a duty to
preserve some areas of Alberta in its natural state?

Mr. Melchin: Mr. Speaker, years ago when they went into the
special places that were designated, there was a management plan
put under for all of those areas. In these cases, in the reserves
specifically, there is no drilling activity allowed. Under the other
areas, the broader area, the natural area, it’s under strict guidelines.
That was the plan that is being followed, that was approved from day
one.

1:50
The Speaker: The hon. leader.

Dr. Taft: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the Premier: will the
Premier inform this Assembly as to when we will see and when the
people of Alberta will see a comprehensive land-use policy that will
finally set out clear guidelines on what forms of development are
appropriate in what areas?

Mr. Klein: Mr. Speaker, I regret to inform you that the minister who
can speak to this is unavoidably absent today, but I can tell you that
I have discussed this matter with him. He is working very diligently
on a land-use study for the province, and it will be tabled in due
course. I can’t give the hon. member the exact time.

The Speaker: Third Official Opposition main question. The hon.
Member for Calgary-Mountain View.

Coal-bed Methane Drilling in Horseshoe Canyon

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Coal-bed methane is an
important resource to our province, but it must be developed
properly. Thousands of coal-bed methane wells in the Horseshoe
Canyon formation have brought to light a stark reminder, that our
groundwater is more precious. We don’t know what we need to
know before proceeding on to the target of 50,000 coal-bed methane
wells in this decade. Only this month the government has put in
place a process of baseline testing of groundwater to establish that
when changes occur to people’s water, what is causing the change.
To the Minister of Environment: what is your plan to do baseline
testing in the areas of coal-bed methane development in the Horse-
shoe Canyon?

Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, I think the announcement last week
regarding what the hon. member has mentioned is an important first
step to many steps. Baseline testing will be based on evidence, on
scientific fact. It will not be based on simply emotion even though
we’re emotional people. People have even accused me of being
emotional on occasion. [interjections] It’s true. But with that
emotion, based on scientific fact and evidence is how this govern-
ment is proceeding to protect the most important resource we have,
the blue gold called our water.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Again to the same minister:
will you commit to an independent review of the testing protocol for
this baseline water testing?

Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the hon. member, first
of all, that he brought to my attention members of the public who
had some concerns relative to the issue. I might add that I thank him
for the hour-and-a-half or almost two-hour meeting that we had with
them because I think all of us, including the residents and the hon.
member, want to ensure that this resource that we call blue gold is
protected today, tomorrow, and well into the future. We’re going to
use it based on fact and the baseline testing that this government
announced in my ministry last week.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Dr. Swann: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Minister, given that we
can no longer get baseline data in the areas that were drilled, will
you consider holding off on new drilling in new areas of the
Horseshoe Canyon until we have the baseline information?

Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, baseline testing is proceeding so that
we can in fact go forward in a comprehensive way and also in an
integrated management way, that the Minister of SRD and the
Minister of Energy collectively, the three ministries, are working on.
I can say that our culture, as the hon. member has said in the past,
may be fuelled by petroleum and lubricated by oil, but it runs on
water.

The Speaker: The hon. leader of the third party, followed by the
hon. Member for Calgary-East.

Mr. Mason: Oh, that’s tough to match, Mr. Speaker.
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Unbudgeted Surpluses
(continued)

Mr. Mason: Mr. Speaker, tomorrow afternoon the Finance minister
will rise in the House to deliver her latest work of fiction, otherwise
known as the provincial budget. True to form, the government will
no doubt underestimate its projected revenues by billions of dollars,
resulting once more in billions of dollars in unplanned surpluses.
Next year’s surplus will then be added to the $33.4 billion in
unplanned surpluses since 1993. 1 want to ask the Provincial
Treasurer: does she believe that $41 billion of unbudgeted revenue
over the same period — $34 billion of unbudgeted surpluses and $7
billion of unbudgeted spending — is fiscally responsible?

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, we’re going to have a great opportu-
nity over the next several days to discuss this. However, there isn’t
a government in Canada, indeed I doubt in the world that wouldn’t
like to have our problem. I will only say this on the forecast of
resource revenue, which is primarily where, if there is a wide
fluctuation either up or down, it occurs. Ifthe hon. member believes
that he can forecast better than the private sector — we used eight, at
least eight outside energy specialists, analysts to give us that
information. I would invite the hon. member to look at our record
of projections based on that.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that in previous years
the NDP opposition has actually gone to energy analysts that are
respected in their field and come up with projections that were far
more accurate than what the government came up with with its Ouija
board, will the minister admit that she in fact could do a much better
job?

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, as I said, we’re going to have days
and days to discuss this issue. I would rather err on the side of
having a surplus than spending more than we have, which is what [
hear from the opposition benches: “Spend, spend, spend. Spend on
this, spend on that, spend on this.” On the other hand, we don’t save
enough. There is a history of contradiction over there that you could
write a best-selling novel on.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Mason: Thank you very much. Well, hey, big spender, spend
a little time with us because we can tell you that, in fact, this
government has failed to project accurately its income by a wide
margin. To the Provincial Treasurer: will she admit that the
government has been out by billions of dollars in almost every year,
and why can’t she do better than that?

Mrs. McClellan: Mr. Speaker, I will admit that we have had a
higher surplus than we anticipated in the majority of years, but I will
also be happy to admit that we deliver consecutively balanced
budgets. Because of good, prudent management, when the farmers
and ranchers and livestock industry in this province were under the
siege of BSE and a potential crippling of their industry, we were
ready to respond, and we didn’t need to borrow money to do it.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-East, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Meadowlark.

School Infrastructure in Calgary

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday the president of

CUPE local 40 issued an invitation to the Minister of Education to
take a tour of Calgary schools that are suffering from significant
maintenance problems. My question is to the Minister of Education.
Will the minister undertake to join me and the local CUPE president
in a tour of some of the affected schools in east Calgary?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Such a friendly invitation, Mr. Speaker. You
know, as a matter of course in my role as the Minister of Education
I routinely visit schools throughout the province. Just recently we
visited a school in Caslan, a school in Onoway, in Whitecourt, in
Cessford, of course Edmonton, of course Calgary. The next time
I’'m down in Calgary-East, I’d be very happy to visit some of the
schools in the hon. member’s constituency, and I thank him for that
invitation.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Since the minister visited a
lot of these schools, can the minister indicate which other schools in
Calgary are facing closure because of deferred maintenance
problems?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, on the issue of the one school that
was closed this week by the Calgary board of education, I'm told
that that particular issue was somewhat unique. I think Calgary
public did the smart and precautionary thing. Rather than allowing
any potential risk or harm to come to some 400 children, they said:
why don’t we just close this school for a while and look at this issue
a little more closely and then send those students off to another
school?

With respect to the general issue of closure there is a process that
is very clearly outlined in our school regulations that boards must
follow. It’s entirely up to the local school boards to follow that
process, and I have no knowledge of what they may or may not be
contemplating by way of closures for whatever reasons.

2:00
The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Amery: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Since reports and spread-
sheets will not adequately illuminate the dire conditions in some of
our schools, will the minister form a committee to get first-hand
knowledge of this situation and report back to him immediately?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member will be encouraged
to know that the Department of Infrastructure and Transportation has
some officials, and the Department of Education has some officials,
and they are working together on a review and an assessment of
some of the schools that have been put forward on priority lists by
school boards right across the province, not just in Calgary. We
have 62 school jurisdictions, and all of them have varying degrees
of concerns about capacity, on the one hand perhaps, about issues of
aging infrastructure in others. That is an internal committee that is
doing that work as we speak, and they do it every year.

The Speaker: The hon. Member of Edmonton-Meadowlark,
followed by the hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar.

Lottery Grant to Alpha Gamma Delta Fraternity

Mr. Tougas: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday the Gaming
minister declined to investigate a nearly $19,000 lottery grant
awarded to the Alpha Gamma Delta sorority. Now, while I in no
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way question the motives of the fraternity — in fact, I would like to
congratulate them for their fundraising efforts for juvenile diabetes
and other organizations — I do question the process surrounding the
grant approval. My questions are for the Minister of Gaming. Can
the minister explain why a project that clearly had no urgency to it
was pushed through his department in about three weeks when
community groups can wait six months or more for an answer?

Mr. Graydon: Mr. Speaker, I'm not entirely confident that that’s
true information, the timing. I do know that they are certainly a
qualified applicant. I do know that I have a copy of their original
application here. Despite some rumoured numbers in today’s paper,
in quotes from someone who I’'m not sure was there two years ago
when this original request went in, the original grant application was
for $18,760.

Mr. Tougas: I don’t believe that’s accurate Mr. Speaker.

Second question. Can the minister give the rationale why his
ministry chose to nearly double the original grant request to the
surprise of the sorority?

Mr. Graydon: Mr. Speaker, I believe I just answered that. The
original grant application says $18,760, and that’s what the grant
was all about.

Mr. Tougas: Not true.

How can the minister justify turning down any organization for a
grant when he allows nearly $19,000 to be spent on luxury furniture
for one house?

Mr. Graydon: The application was for upgrades to the main floor,
to the common areas. It’s not unlike requests for furniture, if you
will, for daycares, for maybe a seniors’ recreation complex. It’s not
unlike a lot of the requests we get. It was an applicable use of funds.
We do not do a microscopic examination of what it was spent on.
In the two-year period from the application there will be by this fall
an examination to make sure that the money was spent on what they
said they would spend it for. For example, if a band asked for a
grant for band instruments, we would make sure that they spent that
money on band instruments. We wouldn’t determine exactly what
instruments they bought.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Drayton Valley-Calmar,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora.

Freedom of Choice in Supporting School Systems

Rev. Abbott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My questions today are for
the hon. Minister of Education. The current School Act contains
provisions which make it illegal for a member of the minority faith
where a separate school jurisdiction exists to choose to be a
supporter of the public school system. These provisions predate the
enactment of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and they
predate an agreement among the Alberta Catholic School Trustees’
Association, the Alberta School Boards Association, and the Public
School Boards’ Association that individual members of the minority
faith should have the right to choose to be supporters of the public
school system. Given this agreement, would the minister be
prepared to recommend an amendment to the School Act to allow an
individual member of the minority faith to be a supporter of the
public school system in his or her community?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, if I understood the question cor-

rectly, I think that perhaps indirectly the hon. member is seeking
information that pertains to a complaint that has been submitted by
one particular school board to our Alberta Human Rights Commis-
sion, according to the press release that was issued about two weeks
ago. Members of the House would certainly know that the nature
and effect of the Human Rights Commission and anything before it
would be therefore a matter of sub judice, and I don’t think it would
be appropriate for me to comment on something that might be
headed in that direction at this time.

Rev. Abbott: Well, Mr. Speaker, the minister could circumvent this
given thatin 2001 the ACSTA agreed that individual members of the
Catholic faith, where a Catholic separate school jurisdiction exists,
should have the right to choose to be supporters of the public school
jurisdiction in the community. So has the minister consulted with
them so that we could put this issue to bed and end the dispute?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Well, Mr. Speaker, | have met with a number of
school boards on a variety of issues, and I can’t comment on a
specific case such as is being sort of pursued here. However, we’ll
just have to wait and see what the exact nature of the complaint is
that I understand by press release only has been submitted to the
Human Rights Commission, and perhaps some of the answers will
flow from whatever their deliberations might be. I think that’s all
that I’'m at liberty to say on this particular issue.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Rev. Abbott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given that the minister has
the power to open the School Act, would the minister be prepared to
arrange a meeting with the ACSTA and the PSBA for the purpose of
discussing an appropriate amendment to the School Act to resolve
this issue?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, again, [ won’t comment on a specific
case. Butin a general sense any time an act of any sort that belongs
to this Legislature is opened up for whatever purposes, it goes
through a normal, natural process of consultation. I think that same
style would be followed should any act be opened up, and I’'m not
going to comment any further on that particular issue.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Glenora, followed
by the hon. Member for Little Bow.

Medical Personnel in Edmonton Remand Centre

Dr. B. Miller: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Section 7 of the Canadian
Charter of Rights and Freedoms states that “everyone has the right
to life, liberty and security of the person.” However, these funda-
mental freedoms apparently do not apply to those housed in the
Edmonton Remand Centre. Jody Umpherville died on August 9,
2003, in the Edmonton Remand Centre because this government did
not provide adequate medical care, a violation of her Charter rights.
My first question is to the Minister of Justice. Given that the
minister has received the 10 recommendations from the fatality
inquiry into the death of Jody Umpherville, can the minister tell us
if he will implement any of these recommendations?

The Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice and Attorney General.
Mr. Stevens: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. There is a fatality inquiry

process that we have in the province, for which I am responsible.
When recommendations come forward, we publish the report and



540 Alberta Hansard

March 21, 2006

pass it on to the ministry that is principally responsible for the
recommendations. I must admit that in this particular case I do not
recall the specifics of the recommendations. However, typically,
matters of the remand centre are matters for the Solicitor General.

Dr. B. Miller: My second question is to the Solicitor General and
Minister of Public Security. Given that there are 2.1 physicians per
1,000 people in Canada and the Remand Centre houses over 700
residents, will the minister appoint a chief medical officer for the
Edmonton Remand Centre, at least one physician, as recommended
by the fatality inquiry?

Mr. Cenaiko: Mr. Speaker, at present the process is that any time
there is an arrest made, whether in one of our municipalities or out
in rural Alberta, they’re taken to the remand centre, or they’re taken
to an arrest processing unit where they are seen by a paramedic or a
nurse that is on staff 24 hours a day. If it’s deemed that that
individual needs hospitalization, then the police are responsible for
taking that individual to a hospital, waiting there while the individ-
ual gets that attention from medical staff, and then transporting back
to that facility. In the future are we looking at medical personnel
being permanent staff? That’s something that we’re going to have
to review.

Dr. B. Miller: To the same minister: now that there is no money for
a new remand centre, is it the policy of this government that those
housed in the remand centre who have not been found guilty or
innocent of any crimes should endure conditions in which their
fundamental rights are placed in serious jeopardy?

2:10

Mr. Cenaiko: Well, Mr. Speaker, I disagree with the hon. member.
I’ve been to the remand centre. I’ve eaten the food, and it’s very
good. I’ll tell you that although the cells are built for one and then
double bunked for two, at this point in time we do have four-inch
mats that can be placed on the floor when there is some overcrowd-
ing at the Edmonton Remand Centre. But I can say that we’re
looking at other options. We’re utilizing the facility at Fort
Saskatchewan, which is close to the city of Edmonton. We’re also
ensuring that our facilities in Red Deer as well as Calgary are being
used. On our corrections side for our sentenced offenders those
facilities in Peace River, Medicine Hat, and Lethbridge are being
fully utilized as well.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Little Bow, followed by the
hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods.

Assistance for the Grains and Oilseeds Sector

Mr. McFarland: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, many of the members
of this Assembly are aware that the federal ag minister and provin-
cial ag ministers met this past weekend to discuss a number of key
agricultural issues. I would be most happy to hear that you came
back with some resolve to some of the current issues outstanding
that many of our Alberta producers are experiencing. To say that
their expectations are high would be an understatement. Mr.
Minister, have you come back with any information that will
currently help the situation that our grain and oilseed producers are
experiencing?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mr. Horner: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker. To the hon. member:

it is indeed a very important question across the country in terms of
the grains and oilseeds sector. All of us at the meeting of provincial
ministers were unanimous in our support of the federal minister to
do whatever it is that he can do to help us negate some of the
negative impacts to the grains and oilseeds sector and other sectors
in agriculture across the country.

Mr. Speaker, the federal government is still proceeding with the
$755 million payments to the grains and oilseeds sector based on net
sales. Of that amount, Alberta producers stand to share in about
$200 million. It’s important that those producers have their 04
information into the CAIS program for speedier payment. If they
don’t do that, there will be an application process down the road.

The other thing that I’'m very pleased about: the federal govern-
ment is going to continue with their commitment for $500 million
added to the federal budget for agriculture each year over the next
five years, so a 2 and a half billion dollar commitment. That
commitment, as we discussed at the meeting, is for long-term
development and long-term sustainability.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. McFarland: Thank you. I’ve heard of four different cheques
coming out from the federal program in our area, so I guess our guys
are more concerned with knowing if there are any upcoming CAIS
changes that will actually help put money in their pocket before
spring.

Mr. Horner: Well, Mr. Speaker, I’'m pleased to note that as far as
the CAIS program goes, Alberta being one of the lucky ones to
manage the program ourselves is probably quite a bit ahead of some
of the other jurisdictions in terms of some of the administrative
changes that we’re making. Most of the criticism that has been
directed at the CAIS program has been administrative in nature: it’s
too slow, it’s too cumbersome, it’s too complicated. We are taking
a lot of steps to make it simpler, to make it faster, to make it online.

The consensus at our meetings over the weekend, Mr. Speaker,
was that the unanimity amongst the provincial ministers was: don’t
throw the baby out with the bathwater. We have a CAIS program
that is not working for the producers. Let’s fix it. Let’s make it
work. We have several initiatives that are coming forward to all
ministers, because we all have to sign on this thing, for future
decisions to be made at our next federal/provincial/territorial
meeting.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. McFarland: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. For those that can
survive through this spring and the crop seeding that continues on,
Mr. Minister, what is the long-term initiative that they might look
forward to?

Mr. Horner: Well, coming out of the meetings with the federal
minister and other provincial ministers, we have obviously told them
about our three-point strategy and the grains and oilseeds recovery
strategy that we’re embarking on in this province very, very soon.
In terms of consultations with the industry it’s a $1.7 billion
industry in this province, Mr. Speaker, so it is very, very important
to us. We are going to be going out into the country to talk to the
industry leaders, to talk to our federal government as well about
what we can do to make this a long-term, viable business into the
future, talk to people like the Grain Commission, the Wild Roses of
the world, the AGCATS of the world to make sure that we’re on the
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right path as well as our position on the WTO, which will also be
critical to the grains and oilseeds sector.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Mill Woods,
followed by the hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder.

Youth Homelessness

Mrs. Mather: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The August 2005 report
entitled Seeking Sanctuary: An Exploration of the Realities of Youth
Homelessness in Calgary provides valuable insight into the chal-
lenges that thousands of homeless children face in our province
every day. According to the report most of the youth surveyed were
not aware of or had limited knowledge about the programs and
services that are available to them. My questions are for the
Minister of Children’s Services. What specifically has your ministry
done to reach out to homeless children in Alberta to provide them
with information and support?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Mrs. Forsyth: Well, thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I appreciate the
question from the hon. member. If I recall, it was a conversation
that the hon. member and I had when she came to a meeting in my
office to talk about some of the issues. I explained to her that I had
met with the Homeless Foundation, listened to what they had to say
about homeless youth in Alberta. I explained to them some of the
innovative things that we’re doing in our office in regard to our
high-risk youth project. I talked to her about our Youth Secretariat,
that the hon. Member for Lac La Biche-St. Paul is working so hard
on, our youth forums. In fact, we have expanded our bursary
program which is dealing with high-needs youth. I think we can be
very proud in this province of how we’re dealing with our high-risk
youth.

Mrs. Mather: To the same minister: given that many of the children
who were surveyed reported being on the street for longer than two
years with no support or basic needs being met, why are these
children falling through the cracks?

Mrs. Forsyth: Well, Mr. Speaker, children can fall through cracks
for various reasons. We’re trying to reach out to the youth in this
province. We’re doing a review of our youth emergency shelters
right now. We’re talking to youth across this province under the
leadership of the hon. Member for Lac La Biche-St. Paul.

Mr. Speaker, I think what’s innovative about this government is
that we’re listening to youth and we’re trying to deal with what the
youth are telling us are their problems. They want some things dealt
with in this province in regard to their education because we realize
that we’ve got some, you know, round holes and are trying to put
square pegs in them. We’re doing a lot of innovative things in this
province. We’ve talked, again, to the Homeless Foundation about
getting our messages out to the various agencies on what this
province is doing to address the needs of the high-risk youth.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mrs. Mather: Thank you. To the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Development: given that aboriginal youth are
overrepresented among the homeless population in Alberta, what is

your ministry doing about this issue?

The Speaker: The hon. minister.

Ms Calahasen: Well, thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. I'm so
proud to be able to answer that question. First of all, we’ve been
working with a number of different aboriginal groups to be able to
identify some of the struggles that the people are going through.
What we’ve done is we’ve worked with the minister of seniors to
look at some of the possibilities for homeless people. We also have
what we call a transitional program where we’ve been working with
the various municipalities to be able to identify those challenges and
to be able to address the concerns that are coming through. As you
know, when people migrate from either the reserves or from the
isolated communities, we have problems when it comes to some of
the areas of concern, and definitely homelessness is one of the areas.

As aresult, we’ve been working not only with the people from the
various reservations and the First Nations but also with the commu-
nities, with the northern communities to identify some of those areas
and to be able to see what can be done. I want to give praise to the
minister of seniors, who is responsible for housing, for being able to
identify some of those areas. So we’ve been working on some of
those programs just to ensure that we can begin to address those
terrible gaps.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Edmonton-Calder, followed by
the hon. Member for Highwood.

Major Projects in the Industrial Heartland

Mr. Eggen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Residents of Sturgeon and
Strathcona counties feel as though they are caught in the headlights
of'this government’s headlong rush to put profit ahead of people and
the environment. Without a proper consultation process and
especially without proper standards to report and monitor leaks and
emissions, this whole thing just stinks. To the Minister of Environ-
ment, please: since the massive industrial heartland complex will
generate billions of dollars in profits for decades to come, why does
the minister refuse to develop a proper special compensation
package that better reflects the losses of nearby residents, something
that goes beyond the government’s very stingy concept of fair
market value?

Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, what the hon. member just said simply
does not reflect the truth of what is happening.

2:20

Mr. Eggen: To the same minister: since not everyone is able to pack
up and leave, is this government willing to provide for the loss of
land values and quality-of-life issues that arise when some of the
world’s biggest oil refineries and bitumen upgraders begin to arrive
at their back door?

Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, I want to assure the member that when
you talk about the Q word, I agree with the hon. member that the
quality of life we enjoy as Albertans is unmatched anywhere else,
and the standard of living we enjoy is unmatched anywhere else in
this country.

In terms of protecting what you’re suggesting, absolutely so. We
intend to do that and are doing that and will continue to do that.

Mr. Eggen: To the same minister: is the minister willing to commit
to requiring the very best standards of emission control that the
world has to offer for these new bitumen upgraders, refineries, and
chemical plants in the industrial complex, or is he going down the
road again of letting the polluters call the shots, like he’s done with
the proposed Keephills 3 coal-fired plant?
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Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, the last statement was simply not true.
Yes, Alberta will continue to lead this country and this continent
when it comes to tough environmental standards. In fact, two weeks
ago it was announced in terms of our new regulation regarding
mercury and regarding the issue that as we go forward, we will
continue to use our science and innovation to lead the world. So I
agree with the hon. member: we’ll continue to lead the world. To
the members on the front bench, they may want to pay attention to
what I’'m saying because it is about leading the world.

Alternative Energy Project in Okotoks

Mr. Groeneveld: Mr. Speaker, last Wednesday I brought up the
issue of Drake Landing in Okotoks. Drake Landing, as the members
will recall, is a 52-unit solar-heated and -cooled housing complex
which is a complete boon to the environmental emissions. However,
material cost overruns and flooding have caused a monetary crisis.
My question is to the Minister of Environment. Has your depart-
ment come to any consensus to salvage this leading-edge environ-
mental technology?

Mr. Boutilier: Mr. Speaker, last week the hon. member asked on
behalf of his residents relative to what we can do to help such an
environmental initiative as this green project. Actually it’s another
example of Alberta leading the world, as I mentioned earlier. I’'m
pleased to announce to the House today that working very closely
with Climate Change Central, in fact the government is committing
a half million dollars towards ensuring that the investment that
Climate Change Central has put into this program will continue
based on the extraordinary circumstances that took place with some
of the work from last summer.

Mr. Groeneveld: Mr. Speaker, that is a great answer indeed for me.
In fact, that has absolutely blown my supplemental questions right
out of the water, or the blue gold, as he might say.

The Speaker: The hon. Member for Calgary-Varsity, followed by
the hon. Member for Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills.

School Infrastructure in Calgary
(continued)

Mr. Chase: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The fairy tale of the Three
Little Pigs and the Big Bad Wolf is being played out in real life in
Calgary and Edmonton. Instead of houses, however, we have
schools constructed with saturated straw, rotting sticks, and crum-
bling bricks. We have two tap-dancing ministers, infrastructure and
education, wolfishly huffing, puffing, and disclaiming the responsi-
bilities for infrastructure maintenance while a justifiably frustrated
Drake Hammill, the head of the Canadian Union of Public Employ-
ees local 40, is offering school devastation tours. My questions are
to the Minister of Education. Given that the minister’s reply to the
hon. Member for Calgary-East’s invitation was evasive, when you
are in Calgary this Friday, March 24, attempting to justify the
disconnect between reduced class size and your decaying space
utilization formula, will you make time for Drake’s tour? Yes orno?

Mr. Zwozdesky: Mr. Speaker, I don’t know where this hon.
member got the information that I would be in Calgary this Friday.
I’m hosting 62 school board chairs here in Edmonton, and they all
know that, so I won’t be there on the 24th. I’'m sorry.

The Speaker: The hon. member.

Mr. Chase: Thank you. I’ll send your regrets to Drake. Another
time possibly.

Can you offer Calgary students, parents, caretakers, teachers, and
trustees any indication that the plight of their older schools and yet-
to-be-built new schools is at the top of your priority list?

Mr. ZwozdesKky: Mr. Speaker, I’d like to assure this member and all
members in this House that the safety and security of our children is
always at the top of mind of any Minister of Education. That’s a
number one concern, and that’s why I personally phoned and
thanked, I even congratulated the Calgary public board on taking a
preventative step such as they did. It’s never easy to take a step to
close a school temporarily, but in this particular case they did a very
prudent and logical thing to ensure that nobody would come in
harm’s way. We should be reiterating that thanks to them, but we
should also be reminding people that that decision is made by locally
elected trustees — that’s what they’re there for — and they have acted
prudently in this particular case. So I will 